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       2025/26 Budget Vote Speech delivered by Hon. MEC Funani Jerry Maseko  
the Limpopo Provincial Legislature 

Date: 10 APRIL 2025  

 

Speaker of our Provincial Legislature, Honourable Makoma Makhurupetše 

Deputy Speaker of the Legislature, Honourable Tebogo Mamorobela  

Honourable Premier, Dr Phophi Constance Ramathuba,  

Colleagues in the Executive Council,  

Chief Whip of the Governing Party and Deputy Chief Whip 

Chair of Chairs and Deputy Chair of Chairs 

Leaders of the Opposition political parties,  

Chairpersons of various Portfolio committees,  

Esteemed members of this house  

Heads of various departments and senior staff members  

Members of the various statutory and non-statutory bodies of the department  

Our Mayors, Magoši and esteemed business community,  

Special guests who have graced this august house from the Creative Industry, 

Sport and Recreation 

Members of the Media,  

Distinguished guests  

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

Thobela! Avuxeni! Ndi matsheloni! Silotshile! Gooie more! Good morning! 

Honourable Speaker and the esteemed house, 
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On this day, as we present this speech let us remember Cde. Chris Hani who was shot 

and killed in the driveway of his Boksburg home on the 10th of April 1993.  Hani was a 

South African military commander, a politician and a revolutionary, who served as the 

leader of the South African Communist Party and Chief of Staff of uMkhonto we Sizwe, 

the armed wing of the African National Congress. Let me indicate that indeed this freedom 

we are enjoying today was never free, the blood was shed and many lost their lives.  

We would also like to pay tribute to one of Limpopo’s finest sons, Cde Matthews 

Malebana, affectionately known as Cde. Mateu. A true stalwart of our liberation struggle. 

A servant of the people. A stalwart with a life of courage and principle. A legal guru! 

Comrade Mateu Malebana was not just a participant in the liberation movement; he was 

a torchbearer – one of the braves few who risked everything so that we may enjoy the 

freedom we often take for granted today. He understood, deeply and personally, that the 

fight for justice and dignity required sacrifice. In the darkest days of apartheid, he stood 

firm, mobilizing our communities, guiding the youth, and confronting oppression with 

unwavering resolve. We speak today of a man who inspired generations. His wisdom 

shaped many leaders who now serve in various capacities in our government and 

communities. He remained grounded, humble, and committed to the ideals of the struggle 

long after democracy was achieved.  

May the soul of Cde Chris Hani and Cde Matthews Malebana continue to rest in peace! 

Let me take this opportunity to express deep regret over the recent incident regarding the 

withdrawal of learners from participating in the final stages of the 2025 National School 

Sports Championships Autumn Games that was held in Free State Stadium, 

Bloemfontein. The withdrawal came on the last day of the tournament as Limpopo Team 

Members expressed the challenges they encountered with accommodation and related 

logistics during their week’s stay in Bloemfontein. 

I offer my sincere apology to every learner who was looking forward to seeing this 

opportunity to reach its conclusion. I would also like to extend our apologies to the parents 

who entrusted us with their children, as well as the dedicated educators and coaches. 
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What transpired is unacceptable as the safety and well-being of our learners remain a top 

priority. 

Our Department has launched a full-scale investigation to determine the causes of the 

challenges faced by Team Limpopo. Based on the findings of the investigation, we will 

take the necessary steps to address and resolve the situation.  

Against all odds, our Learners with Special Educational Needs (LSEN) were awarded 

medals : two gold, three silver and one bronze medals. 

 

Madam Speaker 

Team Limpopo also participated under unpleasant conditions at the South African Sports 

Association for the Physically Disabled (SASAPD) National Championships in Gqeberha, 

Eastern Cape, recently. Despite these challenges, we are proud to report that the team 

still managed to bring medals home. We deeply admire the strength, resilience and 

dedication of our athletes to sport. We have summoned our Administration Team to 

ensure that this situation does not recur. 

Madam Speaker  

Boxing plays a significant role in promoting social cohesion and nation building. In the 

recent Ministerial Boxing Special Award Ceremony, the Limpopo born and bred Boxers 

were awarded, Tshifhiwa Spider Munyai, Phillip “the Time Bomb” Ndou, Isaack Hlatswayo 

and Cassius Baloyi. The province is proud to have produced boxers who participated in 

both the World Boxing and International Boxing Orgnisations bouts. In this financial year, 

the Department will focus on development of women boxers and amateur Boxing in 

partnership with Limpopo Sport Confederation. We therefore encourage promoters to 

promote tournament for professional women bouts. 

Madam Speaker  

Allow me to indicate that this speech is presented during Freedom month, a period that 

holds great significance in the history of our liberation struggle. Every year, in April, we 
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commemorate the historic occasion in 1994 when South Africa achieved its freedom, and 

all its citizens were liberated from discrimination and oppression. 

We encourage everyone to come together in celebration of the remarkable achievements 

in entrenching freedom and in creating a better life for all, particularly through the 

provision of sport, arts and culture programmes. Though we still have considerable work 

ahead of us as a country and a province, it is our shared responsibility to continue building 

strong, active, healthy and prosperous communities for the generations to come. We call 

upon the people of Limpopo to join our government in celebrating Freedom Day at 

Northam Stadium, Thabazimbi Municipality in Waterberg District.   

 

Madam Speaker 

As part of our efforts to raise awareness in communities about freedom, democracy and 

human rights, the department recently held a Cultural and Creative Industry Dialogue. 

This initiative focused on developing strategies to address and overcome Gender Based 

Violence and Femicide in our communities. The dialogue proved that our artists are 

indeed active agents of change capable of supporting Limpopo Government in the fight 

against the pandemic of Gender Based Violence and Femicide. Their involvement is 

crucial in promoting social transformation, social cohesion and nation building.  

Madam Speaker  

We are fully committed to our vision of a community free from Gender Based Violence 

and Femicide, a community where freedom is recognised as a fundamental right. This 

encompasses various aspects, including freedom of movement, freedom of association, 

the freedom of cultural belief and the freedom of expression all of which are enshrined in 

the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa.  

Esteemed members of the house,  

In his State of the National Address, the President of the Republic of South Africa, His 

Excellency, Mr. Cyril Ramaphosa stated:  “As South Africans, we stand for peace and 

justice, for equality and solidarity. We stand for non-racialism and democracy, for 

tolerance and compassion”. As the Department responsible for social cohesion and 
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nation building, we have embraced and committed to the ethos of unity and oneness. We 

are committed and striving for a morally regenerated society; we are striving to an active 

winning citizenry and a united socially cohesive society. In recent studies conducted by 

the  Inclusive Society Institute ,the 2024 Social Cohesion Index, Limpopo has consistently 

demonstrated strong social cohesion over the past four years. The province's index score 

has remained high at 56.5% implying that the province is performing excellently in 

fostering social cohesion.  

Honourable Speaker and the Esteemed House  

We would like to report to this esteemed House that the department is committed to 

building a capable, ethical and efficient organisation. In line with this, we are focused on 

sustaining the Clean Audit Outcome that was achieved during the 2023/2024 financial 

years. We take this opportunity to express our appreciation to all committed oversight 

structures and the hardworking Administration Team for their efforts in developing internal 

systems to ensure that we sustain the clean audit for the 2025/26 financial year.  

Madam Speaker,  

During the State of the Province Address (SOPA), Limpopo Premier, Dr. Phophi 

Ramathuba emphasized the significance of the cultural economy, which links culture to 

economic values as she aptly stated, “the creative industry has become part of our sunrise 

economy”. Indeed, both the creative industry and sport are the sunrise economy in the 

province.  

This was clearly demonstrated during our recent successful events, including the sold-

out Peter Mokaba Stadium, hosting the 2026 FIFA World Cup qualifier Game between 

Bafana Bafana and Lesotho, the Polokwane City versus Orlando Pirates at the Old Peter 

Mokaba Stadium and the Kaizer Chiefs versus TS Galaxy encounter at the New Peter 

Mokaba Stadium, respectively. These events were made possible through collaboration 

with Polokwane Municipality, Limpopo Tourism Agency and the South Africa Football 

Association (SAFA).  

South African soccer enthusiasts with Limpopo dominating turned out in large numbers 

to support the games.  The electrifying atmosphere in the stadium reflected the province’s 
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passion for football, social cohesion and nation building. The games not only promote 

social cohesion but also contribute immensely to the economic spin-offs for the entire 

province including hospitality services.  

 

The Honourable Speaker and the honourable house. 

It would be great oversight if we did not take time to recognize and congratulate Champion 

Tebogo Prudence Sekgodiso, the 800m Gold champion. As just 23 years old, thus 

remarkable athlete from Kgapane in the Greater Letaba Municipality, in Mopani District, 

has made history as the first South African female athlete to win the 800m World Indoor 

Championships. Limpopo is incredibly proud of you, Prudence! Keep shining and raising 

the flag of Limpopo and South Africa high! Limpopo le ikgantšha ka wena Prudence. 

Tšwela pele go taga le go phagamišetša folaga ya Limpopo le ya Afrika Borwa 

godimo ! 

 

Madam Speaker 

Let us take a moment to appreciate and congratulate the Limpopo trio cyclists, Karabo 

Mokowo from Riba cross in Sekhukhune District aged 21, Mahlakwane Gauta from Ga 

Mathabathe-Makgoba Capricorn District aged 22 and Ndou Maxwell from Vhembe aged 

24 for the love of sport. These young athletes exemplify a true love for sport. The trio 

cycled from Limpopo, travelled from Burgersfort with the aim of reaching Cape Town by 

using normal bicycles with a mission to raise funds as well as to break the Guinness 

World Record, these boys are inspiration to the youth. They have proven that it is 

possible, it is doable. Well done boys and keep leading the way!   No shuma 

vhaṱhannga! 

 

Madam Speaker  

May I take this opportunity to appreciate a world-renowned dancer and choreographer, 

Limpopo Boy, Matome Robert Mahlatse Thoka from Botlokwa. He inspires young people 
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everywhere in the world to chase their dreams and pursue their passion in choreography 

and dancing. He is our global icon! Keep rising the flag of Limpopo and South Africa high 

on the international arena!  

Madam Speaker   

We would like to extend our heartfelt congratulations to the Limpopo Softball Male Team 

for their championship victory at the National Provincial Championships in Northwest, 

recently. Their remarkable performance and dedication have once again placed Limpopo 

on the national stage, showcasing the province’s sporting excellence. 

 

Madam Speaker  

Allow me to express our appreciation to Bheka Ntsanwisi Foundation in collaboration with 

SAFA for bringing together twenty – two (22) teams of granny footballers from various 

countries, including the USA, Kenya, Mozambique, Zambia, and Togo, alongside local 

teams from South Africa for the Grannies’ International Soccer Tournament. This exciting 

event recently took place at Nkowankowa Stadium in the Greater Tzaneen Municipality 

in Mopani District. The initiative is more than just a sporting event; but a celebration of 

golden age fitness and it promotes social cohesion that transcends borders. 

Congratulations to our grannies!  Hoyohoyo eka vakokwana va hina ! 

 

Honourable Speaker and the Esteemed House 

Allow me to present the budget allocation for the Department of Sport, Arts and 

Culture for the 2025/26 Financial Year. 

The overall budget of Vote 10 has increased from Eight hundred and twenty-seven 

million- and ninety-nine-thousand-rand (R827.099) in 2024/25 financial year to Eight 

hundred and seventy-seven million, four hundred- and ninety-two-thousand-rand 

(R877.492), reflecting six-point one (6.1%) increase in 2025/26 financial year. 

The budget consists of an Equitable Share allocation of Six-Hundred and Forty-Three 

Million-Six Hundred and thirty-seven thousand rand - R643.637 million, which accounts 
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seventy-three percent (73%) of the overall budget. The remaining twenty-seven 

percent (27%), amounting to Two hundred and thirty-three million and eight fifty-five 

thousand rand (R233.855) is allocated to Conditional Grants.  

Within the total allocation of eight hundred and seventy-seven million, four hundred and 

ninety-two thousand rand (R877.492), the Administration programme is allocated Two 

Hundred and ten million, five hundred and seven thousand rand (R210.507).  

The Cultural Affairs Programme is allocated Two Hundred and ninety-two million, six 

hundred eighty-two-thousand-rand (R292.682),  

The Library and Archive Services Programme received Two Hundred and sixty-three 

million, two hundred and fifty-eight thousand rand (R263.258 million), whilst 

The Sport and Recreation Programme received one Hundred and eleven million, and 

forty-five thousand rand (R111.045)  

 

Madam Speaker  

The Administration Programme plays a crucial role in ensuring efficient and effective 

governance. It is responsible for the implementation of policies, human resource 

allocation, and service delivery, all which impact citizens’ well-being and trust in 

government. This programme is wholly funded by the equitable share and takes 24% of 

the overall allocation. 

Through this programme, the Department continues to place significant emphasis on 

governance, job creation and skills development. The Department is diligently working to 

reduce the number of contract workers and increase the number of permanent staff. In 

the current financial year, the Human Resource Directorate will review the Organisational 

Structure thus prioritizing critical positions for efficiency in delivering services and job 

creation.  
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Madam Speaker 

The Cultural Affairs programme promotes arts and culture, library services, archive 

services and manages historical assets and resources of the province accounts for 33% 

of the total budget allocation.  

Madam Speaker  

In promoting Social Cohesion and Nation Building Programmes, the department is 

continuing to commemorate significant months, thus bringing together people from 

diverse histories, beliefs, cultures and languages. The observances of Freedom Month, 

Africa Month and Heritage Month commemorations serve as powerful tools to unite 

communities and preserve cultural heritage customs.  

As part of celebrating Freedom Month, the department will host various cultural activities 

across all districts targeting the people of diverse ethnicity, culture and heritage. Freedom 

Day celebrations will significantly contribute to the growth of the economy, particularly 

through the Creative and Cultural Industry, with Small Micro Medium and Enterprises 

(SMMEs) being major beneficiaries. 

Madam Speaker. 

Throughout its proud history, the ruling party, the African National Congress (ANC) has 

remained committed to fostering national unity and combating all forms of tribalism, 

racism, and sexism. To address these challenges, the Department will roll out extensive 

social cohesion dialogues across all five districts. These dialogues will aim to enhance 

unity within all ethnic groups, tackle issues such as Gender Based Violence and Femicide 

and address other social ills that perpetuate moral decay activities. In recognizing talents 

and excellence of our artists, the Department will host the inaugural Cultural and Creative 

Awards in the current financial year.  

Madam Speaker 

In terms of infrastructure development and job creation, I am pleased to report to this 

House that the construction of the Provincial Theatre is progressing well, and it is 
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expected to be completed within the planned construction period of three (3) year 

construction period. The project is allocated two hundred and sixteen million (R216 

million) from the total Arts and Culture programme budget. It has already created fifty (50) 

job opportunities, and it is continuing to redress unemployment by aiming to create more 

job opportunities for our people.  

The much-anticipated Provincial Theatre holds a significant potential for creating job 

opportunities in the creative industry, including script writers, stage managers, costume 

designers, sound engineers, producers, actors and many others. This will not only boost 

the creative economy but also contribute to the entire township economy.  

Construction began in February 2024 and the project is currently at 40% progress. We 

have achieved our target to reaching progress milestone of 40% by the end of March 

2025. The medium-sized Limpopo Provincial Theatre will include two theatres: a main 

theatre with six hundred (600) seating spaces and a secondary theatre with two hundred 

(200) seating capacity as well as supporting facilities such as restaurants, coffee shop, 

bookshop and poetry spaces.  

The milestones for the current financial year include the completion of water and sewer 

lines, internal roads and parking and the concrete and brickwork structure with the first 

phase of mechanical and electrical components. 

Madam Speaker  

In efforts to promote and preserve our heritage and museums services, the Department 

has operationalized the state-of-the-art Schoemansdal Museum that has an exhibition 

centre that will serve as a gallery to exhibit heritage objects, heritage publishing as well 

as artefacts.  

The museum is one of the three provincial museums (Schoemansdal, Dzata and Muti wa 

Vatsonga) that are funded and managed by the Department. An allocation of R1,5 million 

has been budgeted for continuous maintenance of Dzata and Muti Wa Vatsonga. 
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Madam Speaker 

In efforts to preserve and provide a durable testament of the country’s journey to 

liberation, the three (3) sites (Tshitangadzimeni Battlefield, University of Limpopo and 

Tjate Heritage Site) are currently at the design stage and construction will commence in 

the current financial year.  

The Memorandum of Understanding with the National Heritage Council (NHC) for the 

implementation of the projects has been finalized and a budget of R13 000 000 has been 

set aside for the implementation of the projects. The budget will be transferred to the 

province for the project execution.  

 

Honourable Speaker  

We are proud to announce that we managed to complete the Botshabelo and 

Vleifontein libraries in the last financial year and they will be operationalised in the 

current year in promotion of the culture of reading and learning. 

Madam Speaker 

The long-awaited Mulamula library will be operational during the 1st quarter of 2025/2026 

financial year.  

During the 2025/2026 financial year, the Department will be completing construction of 

two (02) library projects. Tshaulu which is at 45% and Mampane which is at 87%.  

Additionally, three new libraries (03) will commence construction in the first quarter. The 

Implementing Agent- Department of Public Works, Roads and Infrastructure (DPWRI) 

has appointed the contractors for these library projects: Moutse West in Sekhukhune, 

Bungeni in Vhembe and Makhuva in Mopani. The completion is planned to be achieved 

by March 2027.  

Still on construction of libraries, Madam Speaker,  

The Department will resume with the design Moutse East, Mamaila, Khuvhi, Masemola, 

Matseke and BelaBela for outer years.  
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Madam Speaker  

The Department will focus on maintenance of libraries over the Medium-Term 

Expenditure Framework (MTEF) period to ensure our libraries comply with the 

Occupational Health and Safety standards. In the 2024/25 financial year, the 

implementing agent completed condition assessments for fifty-four (54) libraries on 

maintenance and upgrading. This will ensure a timeous procurement and implementation 

process. 

Madam Speaker 

In efforts to embrace the “The digital Age”, the Department has launched a project to 

provide free wi-fi and internet connectivity in one hundred and eleven (111) public 

libraries across the province. The departmental libraries are also moving towards 

digitization. The roll-out of eNewspapers and ePeriodicals has already begun and will 

reach one hundred and eleven (111) libraries within the 1st quarter of 2025/26 financial 

year. Additionally, the department is in the process of procuring eBooks to offer 

communities access to a wider variety of books. 

Madam Speaker  

Additionally, the Department will be rolling out digitization projects for all archival records. 

Staff have been appointed, and the project is set to commence in the first quarter of the 

current financial year. Capacity building for the staff took place in the last financial year 

ensuring they are equipped with the necessary skills to effectively implement the 

digitization initiative. This effort aligns with the growing significance of preserving our 

history and making it accessible in the digital age.  

Madam Speaker  

In this context, the Department in partnership with the Archives Advisory Council and the 

National Department of Sport, Arts and Culture will host the Oral History conference in 

Limpopo in the third quarter of this financial year. This conference will not only increase 

the visibility of the Archives but also emphasize the importance of preserving oral histories 

as a vital part of cultural heritage. It will serve as a platform to highlight how digitization of 
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archival records, including histories, is crucial for enhancing accessibility and ensuring 

the preservation of our collective memory for future generations.  

Madam Speaker 

In the quest to preserve the Indigenous Languages, the Department will continue with 

rolling out the Multilingualism Campaigns aimed at promoting the official languages in the 

province. The promotional campaigns include celebration of International Translation Day 

(30th September) and International Mother Tongue Day (21st February), Deaf Awareness 

Month, Language Indaba, and the Literary Excellence Awards. 

Madam Speaker  

The Department continues to provide capacity building opportunities to authors of 

literature books through authorship workshops aimed at capacitating communities with 

good writing skills. The Department will also support authors with funds during their 

literature events such as book launches. We recently successfully partnered for “The Lion 

of the North” book launch. The book authored by Mr. Mpho Nchabeleng, the son of the 

revered anti-apartheid activist, Peter Nchabeleng.   

Madam Speaker 

In advancing multilingualism in the implementation of the South African Sign Language 

(SASL) as one of the country's 12th official languages, the Department is in the process 

of reviewing the Limpopo Language Act of 2000. The Department will support the 

implementation of the Mother Tongue-Based Bilingual Education (MTbBE) initiative. 

As the custodian of terminology development, the department is planning to develop two 

terminology lists for Natural Science and Technology and Mathematics for Senior Phase 

(Grade 7 to Grade 9).  

Madam Speaker 

The Sport and Recreation programme acts a powerful catalyst for growth, fostering the 

development of a socially cohesive citizenry. It plays a key role in identifying, developing 

and nurturing talent, contributing to both individual and community development. 
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The programme is allocated 13% of the total allocation of the Department. A budget of 

one hundred and eleven million, and forty-five thousand rand (R114,045) is allocated for 

the sport and recreation programme, of which 40% is from the equitable share and 60% 

is from conditional grant allocations.  

Both equitable share and conditional grant allocations will be directed towards supporting 

a wide range of activities, including recreation, winning nation initiatives for people with 

disabilities, provincial teams that will participate in various national championships, 

Limpopo Academy of Sport and Limpopo Sport Confederation. 

The programme will also ensure that sport hubs are functional and adequately 

capacitated in all districts, hence the intention to appoint 100 job opportunities for Hub 

Coordinators in the current financial year. 

Furthermore, the allocation will support learners that are participating in school sport, with 

assistance of Sport Confederation, Limpopo Academy of Sport, Federations, School 

Sport Codes Committees and Indigenous Games structures. 

Madam Speaker  

School sport is the bedrock of sport development and a critical element in the holistic 

development of learners. It nurtures not only physical and motor skills but also vital life 

skills, positive attitudes, and social cohesion. To ensure consistence participation across 

schools, the Department in collaboration with Department of Education through a signed 

implementation protocol, successfully hosted a Roadshow attended by School Sport 

Structures, Sport confederations, Limpopo Academy of Sport, Teacher Unions, 

Municipalities and Federations from the five districts of the province.   

For the 2025/2026 Financial Year the Department plans to increase the number of 

schools participating in School Sport from one thousand (1 000) to one thousand five 

hundred (1 500). 

Madam Speaker  

As part of fostering a culture of sport development with communities, we have launched 

a consultative programme with sport communities across districts. This initiative focuses 
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on revitalization community sport and the formation of local sport federations. The goal is 

to ensure the effective implementation of sport development programs at the grassroots 

level.  

Madam Speaker  

We held a consultative meeting with our elite athletes in the province, one of the key 

issues that was raised sharply was the high number of elite athletes migrating to other 

provinces due to lack of resources such as High-Performance Sporting Centre.  In efforts 

to keep our elite athletes in the province, we are in the process of developing High 

Performance Centre in the coming five years in collaboration with Limpopo Academy of 

Sport and the private sector. 

Madam Speaker 

In conclusion, I would like to express my appreciation to all Department of Sport, Arts and 

Culture oversight structures for holding us accountable. We are fully committed to 

implementing all resolutions and ensuring that the department sustains its Clean Audit 

outcome.  

To our key stakeholders: athletes and artists, the statutory and non-statutory bodies, 

the sport fraternity and the creative industry, your unwavering commitment to supporting 

the Department in achieving its goals is deeply acknowledged.  

Let us remain united in our efforts, serving our communities with dedication. As Martin 

Luther King, Jr. once said “Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, what are 

you doing for others?” 

I present to the August House, the 2025/2026 Budget Vote 10 of the Department of Sport, 

Arts and Culture.  

 

NDO LIVHUWA! NGIYABONGA KAKHULU! NDZI KHENSE NGOPFU! KE A LEBOGA 

and I THANK YOU! 

 


