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Ladies and Gentlemen

Honourable Speaker and the esteemed house,

The budget vote speech of the Department of Sport, Arts and
Culture is tabled during August when the country is celebrating the
1956 Women’struggle against colonialism and patriarchy. Lilian
Ngoyi, Madinoge, Sophy Du Bruyn.

This year's theme pays tribute to the 30th anniversary of
democracy towards Women’s development and is used to reflect
on our achievements to promote Women'’s rights as part of basic
human rights.

Madam Speaker,

During this month we celebrate women as active agents of change,
social cohesion, social transformation and nation building.

In celebration of Women’s Month, the Department engaged women
in all five districts through participation in active and health ‘9898’
Women’s Walk on the 09" 08month at 09h00 for 8km.




The Provincial event was led by the Premier Dr. Phopi Ramathuba
and we really appreciate and felt motivated by her presence. The
walks are meant to promote an active citizenry and healthy lifestyle
in the lives of women. As a result, A woman who walks is a woman
who strengthens the heart, and therefore increasing her lifespan!

This annual ‘9898 Women’s Walk attracted more than four
thousand women (4 000) who participated with vigour and a spirit
of victory in the emancipation of women over the 30 years of
democracy.

Honourable Speaker,

As part of ensuring that we become a Walking Province, we have
introduced the Walk for Health Programme every Wednesdays. We
therefore make a clarion call to communities and departments to
join this program and we further intend to cascade it to
Municipalities. We are that if well coordinated and supported, it will
reduce the high volume of patience in hospitals.

Esteemed members of the house,

As we gather here today and now, let me remind compatriots of the
reflection of President of the Republic of South Africa, His
Excellency, Mr. Cyril Ramaphosa during the opening of Parliament
recently on social cohesion and nation building. As | quote “We
South Africans are a diverse nation, with different histories, beliefs,
cultures and languages. Yet we are one people. And we share a
common destiny. It is this common destiny that the people of
South Africa have charged this Parliament and this Government to
consolidate and advance”




Under the visionary leadership of our esteemed government,
Limpopo has embraced the ethos of democracy, as captured in the
words of President Cyril Ramaphosa. He stated that, the
Government of National Unity has resolved to dedicate the next
five years to actions that will advance three strategic priorities:

e Firstly, to drive inclusive growth and job creation.
e Secondly, to reduce poverty and tackle the high cost of living.
e Thirdly, to build a capable, ethical and developmental state.

Honourable Speaker and the Esteemed House

As we share this crucial budget to the advancement of our sport,
arts, culture and heritage in our Province, we would like the House
to note that the department is thriving to build a capable, ethical
and developmental state and hence the Clean Audit Outcome for
the 2023/2024 Financial Year, is a testimony to that effect.

Madam Speaker,

We are proud to announce that after multiple years of unqualified
audit outcome, the Department received a Clean Audit Outcome.
We would like to take this opportunity to appreciate and thank my
predecessor MEC Nakedi Grace Sibanda Kekana, all oversight
structures and the hardworking Administration Team led by the
Head of Department, Ms Mapula Daphne Ramokgopa. Our intend
IS to sustain the outcome through the systems that are put place..




Madam Speaker,

During the Opening of the 7" Administration, Limpopo Premier,
Dr. Phophi Ramathuba emphasized the importance of Social
Cohesion and Nation Building. As | quote, “Limpopo Province is
one of the most diverse provinces of South Africa with the
population consisting of seven different ethnic grouping. Therefore,
it is important and critical for the 7" administration to promote
Social Cohesion and find innovative ways through implementation
of arts, culture and heritage programmes”.

In response to that, Madam Speaker, allow me to report that the
Department has developed the annual plan that will respond to the
vision,

Allow me to present the budget allocation for the Department
of Sport, Arts and Culture - 2024/25 Financial Year.

The overall budget allocation for the Department for the 2024/2025
Financial Year has increased from six hundred and twenty one
million, eight hundred and sixteen thousand Rand (R621.816
million) to eight-hundred and twenty seven million, and ninety-
nine thousand Rand (R827.099 million) which translates into 33%
increase in the 2024/25 financial year as a result of additional and
provincial priorities allocations under equitable share and a slight
increase on conditional grants.

The budget comprises of Equitable Share allocation of five-
hundred and ninety-six million, and twenty-five thousand rand
(R596.025 million) which takes 72% of the overall budget and the
remaining 28% relates to the amount of two hundred and thirty-




one million, and seventy-four thousand Rand (R231.074
million) that is allocated to Conditional Grants.

Within the overall budget:

Administration has been allocated two hundred million, two
hundred and seventy thousand rand (R200.270 million),

Cultural Affairs allocated two hundred and seventy-three
million, and three hundred thousand rand (R273.300
million),

Library and Archive Services received two hundred and
forty-two million, three hundred and fifty-eight thousand
rand (R242.358 million) and

Sport and Recreation is allocated One hundred and eleven
million, one hundred and seventy-one thousand rand
(R111.171 million).

Madam Speaker,

In alignment with the African National Congress manifesto’s
emphasis on job creation and skills development, programmes are
developed to support the growth of the creative industries,
providing opportunities for artists, performers, and athletes to thrive
and contribute to the province’s economic vitality.

Madam Speaker, in response to that, allow me to report that the
Department is planning to accellerate procurement spent on Black
Owned companies, Woman owned companies, Youth owned
companies and Persons with Disabilities and Military Veterans.
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Furthermore, Madam Speaker,

The Department is committed to strengthen its human resource
capacity through the filling of posts at Senior Management level. It
should be noted that the Department is at an advanced stage of
filling the posts at key management level, thus maximizing service
delivery systems.

In contributing to sustainable job creation for a continuous
economic growth, Madam Speaker

The Department has employed one hundred and ninety-five (195)
librarians and library assistants permanently to manage and
spearhead programmes in the one hundred and six libraries (106)
in the province. The Department is working tirelessly in reducing
the number of contract workers and increase the number of
permanent staff in the Sector.

With regards to Employment Equity, Madam Speaker,

Allow me to report to this August House, that through the allocated
grants, the Department has strengthened its capacity to deliver
sport, recreation and library services. We currently have in our
employ 2.2% as far as persons with disabilities are concerned, and
we aspire to achieve the 4% target by 2026, and 7% by 2030 as
directed by the National Government.

We are at an advanced stage to close the gender parity gap as far
as Senior Management Posts are concerned. We are currently
sitting at 45% of Senior Managers being women, which we are
striving to ensure that we close the gap with the recent employment
processes that are underway. Out of the total workforce of the
Department, 64% are women.




In  promoting Social Cohesion and Nation Building
Programmes, Madam Speaker

The Department continues to commemorate and celebrate
significant days, thus bringing together people of different histories,
beliefs, cultures and languages.

This year in the month of April, through Freedom Day Celebration
activities (both districts and provincial) were held in collaboration
with the Department of Economic Development, Environment and
Tourism, we managed to reach out to five thousand and six
hundred (5 600) people of diverse ethnicity, culture and heritage.
Freedom Day celebration further contributed immensely to the
growth of the economy through the Creative and Cultural Industry,
whereby (22) Small Micro Medium and Enterprises (SMMES) were
supported.

Madam Speaker,

Allow me to report that a total of more than three thousand people
were reached through the celebration of Africa Day in partnership
with the University of Limpopo and the Department of Education.
Africa Day was marked with performances of school choir
competitions and speech competitions of prominent political
stalwarts.

Madam Speaker,

In order to strengthen social cohesion and nation building
programmes, the department will commence with Heritage Month
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Celebrations with District Build up activities and main Provincial
Events will be hosted at Ramokgopa Stadium in Molemole
Municipality, in the Capricorn District, where a total of five thousand
(5 000) people is targeted. The celebrations will be marked by
heritage walk, cultural parade and performances to showcase the
diverse culture and heritage of the province.

Madam Speaker,

In curbing the challenges of racialism facing our communities, the
Department has rolled out a massive social cohesion programme
which embraces all ethnic groups, hence the Mapungubwe Rugby
Cup which was held recently at the Old Peter Mokaba Stadium.
The event was filled with diverse different ethnic groups in
Limpopo, thereby promoting social cohesion and nation building.

Furthermore, Madam Speaker

The artistic rare and unique talent of the artists of Limpopo is being
unearthed by Mapungubwe Arts and Cultural Programme that
encompasses the Mapungubwe Theatre, Film and Video Festival,
Choral Festival, Youth and Diva Festival, Comedy Night and
Marathon. The activities will commence at a district level where a
conducive environment is created for artists to showcase and grow
their talent in these creative industries.

The programme has the potential to attract participants and
audiences from all over the province, thereby promoting social
cohesion and nation building.




Madam Speaker

Allow me to report on the much-anticipated Provincial Theatre
Project that has commenced. The theatre construction project is
currently at 15% construction, and it is envisaged to reach 40% at
the end of this financial year. The completion of the project is
intended to grow the artistic and theatrical sector in the province
thus contributing to the economic growth of the creative industry.

In terms of artists’ development, Madam Speaker,

The Department will continue providing capacity-building
opportunities to arts practitioners in authorship, business and
funding writing skills, product packaging, product development and
product marketing. The artists will be supported and promoted
through performance in various government programmes and arts
and culture organised activities.

Madam Speaker,

To continue preserving the rich culture and heritage of the
province, the Department has collaborated with the Traditional
Authorities that are custodians of culture and heritage in the
province by jointly rolling out the Ku Luma Vukanyi/Go loma Morula
activities in all the five districts. The Ku luma Vu kanyi activities are
used as buildups to the Provincial Flagship Programme of Marula
Festival.

Madam Speaker, as part of the preservation of heritage, the
department will officially open the state-of-the-art Schoemansdal

10




museum in partnership with the Traditional Authorities in Vhembe
District, the day will also be used to commemorate King Makhado
who is highly revered as a result of his rich history of fighting the
old regime.

Madam Speaker

Allow me to report to the House about the three (03) Resistance,
Heritage and Liberation Routes identified; Tshitangadzimeni
Battlefield, University of Limpopo and Tjate Heritage Site as the
provincial resistance liberation routes that will commemorate the
province’s history of the liberation struggle.

In Tshitangadzimeni, a commemorative wall will be constructed to
honour the fallen heroes and heroines of the liberation struggle and
in Tjate, the site will be fenced to preserve the nature and
biodiversity of the site.

A mini library and museum are planned to be constructed at the
site for preservation of the heritage of the Sekhukhune Kingship.
The project will be implemented through partnership with
Fetakgomo-Tubatse Municipality and mining houses.

Madam Speaker, it should be noted that the department is finalizing
the Memorandum of Understanding with the National Heritage
Council (NHC) for the budget to be transferred to the province.

Madam Speaker,

In the Promotion of Languages, the Department will roll out the
multilingualism campaign aimed at promoting the four previously
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marginalised indigeneous languages which are Sepedi, Tshivenda,
Xitsonga and IsiNdebele. The promotional campaigns include but
are not limited to the hosting of Women Pioneer Writers to be held
soon in the five districts, International Translation Day, Deaf
Awareness Month, Language Indaba and Literary Awards.

The Department is central in the establishment of Terminology
Development and in the current financial year, a total of (One
hundred and eighty-six) 186 terms on social media have been
developed and will be launched at the end of this financial year.

Madam Speaker,

In promoting library and archive services, the allocated budget is
directed towards the construction of new libraries, maintenance
and repairs of existing libraries, buying of library books, provision
of ICT infrastructure, free internet access to libraries, appointment
of librarians, security services for all libraries and library general
workers.

Madam Speaker,

In terms of Infrastructure Development for library services, the
Department appreciates heartily the contribution from the mining
sector in Fetakgomo-Tubatse Municipality to construct
Twickenham library and the Masia Traditional Authority for the
construction of the Ha Masia Library.

The libraries as mentioned will be supported by the Department
through the provision of library materials, staff and other
equipment.
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Madam Speaker,

The Department will be continuing with the construction of the
following four (04) library projects which are Vleifontein, Tshaulu,
Botshabelo and Mampane. By the end of July 2024, Tshaulu was
at 42%, Mampane at 70%, Vleifontein at 82% and Botshabelo at
90%. These libraries are scheduled for completion by the end of
this financial year.

Madam Speaker

The Department has conducted intervention through site visits led
by the MEC and officials from Public Works Roads and
Infrastructure at Botshabelo, Tshaulu and Mampane library in the
months of July and August, respectively, to assist the contractors
to address the challenges that are affecting their progress on site.
The progress of the construction of the libraries have been affected
by numerous community disruptions and a lack of skilled and
compliant sub-contractors. The official site visits made
interventions of the challenges that affected the progress on
libraries.

Madam Speaker
Allow me to report that the contractors for the three (03) new

libraries Bungeni, Moutse West (Matlerekeng) and Makhuva have
been appointed and site handover will be completed soon.
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Madam Speaker,

In creating a conducive environment in Sport Development in the
province, the Department is implementing the programmes in
partnership with the Limpopo Sport Confederation, Provincial Sport
Federations, the Limpopo Academy of Sport and other relevant
bodies.

In the Mass Participation Programme, Madam Speaker,

the Department together with Limpopo Sport Confederation has
committed to take sport back to the communities by introducing the
games at ward levels with the possibility of partnering with local
Municipalities.

As part of the club development programme, the Department is
supporting 223 two-hundred and twenty-three sport development
leagues across the province in 2024/25 financial year. The
department through Limpopo Academy of Sport is supporting 11
(Eleven) Softball team members leaving on the 14™ of September
2024 to the World Baseball Softball Confederation hosted in
Oklahoma City, United State of America, from 17-21 September
2024.

It is for this reason that we highly encourage athletes and clubs at
ward, local and district levels to affiliate with the relevant Sport
Federations to benefit from structured support programmes of the
department.
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Madam Speaker

This Financial Year, twenty-five thousand (25 000) learners will
benefit from school sport programmes, in 16 prioritized sporting
codes at the district level. For the development and nourishment of
the local talent, the learners will be participating in the Provincial
and National Championships.

The two departments (Sport, Arts and Culture and Education) are
currently in discussion on how to improve school sports
participation.

The department also supported the mini-Cricket festival which was
attended by 1000 (One Thousand) learners from all five districts.
More than 81 schools participated in the district Pan African Under
15 School Football Games. Out of the 81 schools, a total of 20
schools proceeded to participate in the Provincial Pan African
under-15 School Football Tournament.

Madam Speaker

In the quest to create a conducive environment for School Sport
participation, (Four-hundred and seventy-seven) 477 schools will
be provided with equipment and attire in this current financial year.

Madam Speaker,

Regarding Mass Participation in Sport, the department will be
increasing participation in the sport and recreational programmes
from 50 000 (fifty thousand) to (hundred thousand)100 000. It is
through these programmes that we will be targeting persons with
disabilities, the elderly, early childhood development and the youth.
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Madam Speaker.

The former President Nelson Mandela once said “Sport has
the power to change the world. It has the power to inspire. It
has the power to unite the people in a way that little else does”

In fulfilling the Tata Nelson Mandela’s desire for inclusive society,
and society that is accessible and open to everyone; protect and
care for children and the vulnerable children, the department
continues to pride itself on the partnership it has with the
Department of Basic education. On the 18™ of July 2024, the
department celebrated Mandela Day through Provincial Junior
Dipapadi Games with more than 5 000 (Five Thousand) children
under five years from Early Childhood Development centers in
Fetakgomo-Tubatse, Sekhukhune District.

Madam Speaker,

In the quest to strengthen the relationship with Professional
Football Clubs in the Province, the department met with the three
Premier Soccer Leagues representatives to discuss possible
collaborations. We appreciate our PSL teams Magezi, Polokwane
City and Sekhukhune United. It is through them that we continue to
benefit from sport tourism financial spinoffs during the PSL
matches played in the province. We acknowledge the support
provided by the Department of Economic Development,
Environment and Tourism to the three PSL Clubs. The department
will continue engaging several football stakeholders plying their
trade in the Motsepe leagues.
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Madam Speaker,

We cannot end our speech without a special mention of Kgothatso
Montjane, our first African Woman Wimbledon Tennis para-double
champion, who benefitted from Helen Frans schools-sport
programme in the province. On the 15" of July 2024 the Limpopo
delegation welcomed Kgothatso Montjane at OR Tambo
International Airport and subsequently, on the 23th July 2024,
Limpopo Premier, Dr Phophi Ramathuba welcomed her together
with her mother to the province during the gala dinner in Meropa
Casino, in Polokwane.

The sad story is that her mother passed on a week later and was
laid to rest on the 10" of August 2024. May her soul rest in peace.

We are proud of this champion and wish her well in her endeavor
to bring a paralympic tennis medal hosted in Paris, France.
Kgothatso Montjane and Sheryl James will be representing
South Africa during the Paris Paralympic Games.

Madam speaker,

In conclusion let me give appreciation to all oversight structures,
statutory and non-statutory bodies that are key stakeholders in our
department

The artists and the athletes, in all their different crafts and codes-
you truly make our department what it is.

The Portfolio Committee that keeps us on our toes, we will always
implement the resolutions to improve governance and the delivery
of services to our communities.
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The Standing Committee of Public Accounts for overseeing our
utilization of the public funds in accordance with Public Finance
Management Act (PFMA), you are acknowledged and appreciated.

Madam Premier, thank you for entrusting me with the responsibility
of leading this dynamic department of promoting unity, social
cohesion and nation building, as core strategic objectives of
national democratic revolution towards the realization of the
national democratic society. #lzinto zi txintxile.

Let us continue working together, do more and be instrumental in
achieving the set goals.

Let’s always remember South African singer and Civil Right Activist
the late Merriam Makeba who once said, “Our culture is our identity,
and we must preserve it." - Miriam Makeba (South African singer
and civil rights activist)

| therefore humbly present to the August House, the 2024/2025
Budget vote 10 of the Department of Sport, Arts and Culture.

NDO LIVHUWA
NGIYABONGA KAKHULU
NDZI KHENSE NGOPFU
KE A LEBOGA

| THANK YOU
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SUMMARY OF THE 2024/25 BUDGET ALLOCATION PER ECONOMIC CLASSIFICATION: SPORT,

ARTS AND CULTURE
Outcome Maip . Adjuslte(.i Re\_/ised Medium-term estimates %

appropriation  appropriation  estimate change
R thousand 202021 2021122 2022123 2023124 202425 202526 2026127 2;’2‘;’,'; )
1. Adminisiration 174124 175169 202,608 209,155 188841 188841 | 200270 211130 215533 |  (42)
2. Cultural Aftairs 40337 70084 69,838 85,126 107,068 107,068 | 273300 189854 137,042 | 2211
3. Library and Archives Services 444 696 141383 158,382 203243 245231 245231 | 242358 247.973 261539 86
4. Sportand Recreafion 44540 74606 81139 104,202 103560 103560 | 111,171 114490 120187 66
Total payments and estimates 590 697 461947 511,967 621,816 644,700 644,700 827,000 763447 734,301 33.0
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SUMMARY OF THE 2024/25 BUDGET ALLOCATION PER ECONOMIC CLASSIFICATION: SPORT,

ARTS AND CULTURE
Main Adjusted Revised . . %
Outcome appropriation  appropriation  estimate Medium-term estimates change
fi

R thousand 202021  2021/22 2022123 202324 2024125  2025/26  2026/27 20;"3','; "

Current payments 340,774 388,633 445222 532,322 532,074 532,074 | 564,234 577,852 600,923 6.0
Compensation of employees 197,861 200814 197,276 252,049 215540 215540 | 264,391 276550 288,936 48
Goods and services 141,960 187,819 247,946 280,273 316534 316534 | 299843 301302 311,987 70
Interest and rent on land 953 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Transfers and subsidies to: 11584 9,500 10,308 15,590 15193 15193 | 17,365 17323 18407 | 114
Provinces and municipalites 72 195 250 350 350 350 421 429 448 | 203
Departmental agencies and 100

accounts 3,949 - - 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,100 1,150 1,202 :
Higher education institutions _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Foreign governments and
international organisations - - - - - - - - -
Public corporations and private

enterprises 2,181 - - - - - - - -
Non-profitnsfitutions 3862 8146 8394 12,079 12427 12427 | 15004 15464 16196 | 156
Housefolds 1,520 1,159 1,664 1,261 1416 1,416 840 280 261 | (334)

Payments for capital assets 38260 63,100 56,437 73,904 07433 97433 | 245500 168272 115271 | 232.2
Buildings and other fixed

structures 36,091 57,788 43,801 44,274 76778 76778 | 234200 162,494 108633 |  429.0
Machinery and equipment 2148 5321 10465 29,030 20655 20655 | 11300 5778 6638 | (61.1)
Heritage Assets _ _ _ 600 - - - - - | (100.0)
Specialised military assets _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Biological assets _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Land and sub-soil assets _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Software and other intangible

assets 30 - 2,171 - - - - - -

Payments for financial assets B _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Total economic classification 390,627 461,242 511,967 621,816 644,700 644,700 | 827,099 763447 734,301 33.0
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